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This past year has been fantastic! I cannot believe it 
is over!  We have had many accomplishments, but 
the one we are most proud of is that we are a finalist 
for  "Website of the Year". We think we have a win-
ner and can't wait until they announce the winner in 
Portland - Fingers crossed!  We are also extremely 
excited to have Brett Farner, SR/WA, as a Candi-
date for IRWA International Secretary. Chapter 37 
knows firsthand the dedication that Brett has for IR-
WA; thus, we wish him well in this endeavor to be-
come our next IRWA International Secretary. Good 
Luck Brett!  
 
We are looking forward to a great 2019-2020 with 
Chapter 37. Of course, the main focus this year is 
going to be on the Fall Forum held in St. Louis!   
We hope to see you all there in September. 
Thank you for allowing me to serve Chapter 37 as 
your President.  It has been a privilege and an hon-
or!  Have a great summer!  Teresa 

President’s Message 

By Teresa McClure 
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Upcoming International Education Conferences 

International News 



Page 3 

 International Education Conference-Portland, OR 

International News 

 

Captain Brudnicki– commanded the Coast Guard 

Ship that performed two dramatic rescues during 

the worst weather in more than 100 years, which 

became known as “The Perfect Storm” and inspired 

the book that was on the NY Times best-seller list 

and the blockbuster movie starring George Clooney 

Drew Carney– joined KGW in Portland, Oregon, 

in September of 2006. He is an anchor of KGW 

News at Sunrise. His entertaining & community-

minded reports can be seen every weekday on 

“KGW News at Sunrise.” 



Awards and Recognition 

Every year at our Annual International Education Conference, we have the opportunity to recognize some of the industry’s finest 
individuals, companies and IRWA chapters who have contributed to advancing the right of way profession. 

Frank C. Balfour Professional of the Year Award 
Gene L. Land Award 

Employer of the Year Award 

Government of the Year Award 

Chapter of the Year Award 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Member Appreciation Program (MAP) 

Louise L. & Y. T. Lum Award 

Mark A. Green Award for Excellence in Journalism (Discontinued) 

Ronald Jourdan SR/WA Advancement Award 

Chapter Newsletter of the Year Award 

State Association of Real Property Agents (SARPA) 

Canadian Right of Way Education Foundation Student Scholarship 

W. Howard Armstrong Instructor of the Year 

Young Professional of the Year 

Website of the Year 

International News 

Possible Awards 

Page 4 

http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=Balfour
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=Land
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=EOY
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=irwa_government
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=COY
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=Lifetime
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=map
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=Lum
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=Green
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=Jourdan
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=Newsletter
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=SARPA
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=irwa_crwef_scholarships
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=irwa_howard_instructor
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=irwa_yp_year
http://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=irwa_website_year
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Region 3 Fall  Forum 
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Chapter 37 Executive Board 

Paula Priest, President 

Paula.priest74@gmail.com 

 

Jody Harness, President Elect 

Jody.harness@spireenergy.com  

 

Roxanne Young, Secretary 

RYoung@ameren.com 

 

Chris Scharth, 1st Vice President 

Chris.scharth@volkert.com 

 

Matt Hoven, Treasurer 

MHoven@ameren.com 

 

Teresa McClure, Director 

teresa.mcclure@volkert.com 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

Wendy Cromer, Membership Chair 

WCromer@SecurityTitleSTL.com 

 

Kim Gross, Professional Dev. Chair 

kgross5@ameren.com  

 

Sandra Rupert, Education Chair 

sandra.rupert@volkert.com 

 

Brendan Weiler, Communication Chair 

brendan.weiler@volkert.com 

 

 

Want to get more involved? 

Chapter 37 has committee vacan-
cies and could use your help! 
Please contact any board member 
for more information. 

  

Fall Forum Committee 

We need your help! 

The Fall Forum will be held in 
St. Louis in the Fall. If you 
want to get involved, please 
let us know.   
 

 

Good Luck Brett Farner!! 

Brett is a Candidate for IRWA 

International Secretary 

 

mailto:RWilliams10@ameren.com
mailto:MHoven@ameren.com
mailto:WCromer@SecurityTitleSTL.com
mailto:kgross5@ameren.com
mailto:sandra.rupert@volkert.com
mailto:brendan.weiler@volkert.com
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Q. What path did you take to get in the ROW industry? 

   When I finished college in 1971, the ROW industry was in a growth spurt and the Uniform 
Act was a year old. The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) was hiring ROW Agents 
out of college for its numerous highway plans. A friend of mine worked in ROW at MoDOT and we 
talked about it. I interviewed, got a job offer and started work as a ROW Agent in November, 
1971. Little did I know going in, how much my degree in Psychology would benefit me throughout 
my forty year career in various areas of ROW. 

Q. Favorite activity to do outside of work? 

 Now that I am retired I enjoy being as OASIS volunteer tutor at my local elementary 
school. My wife and I enjoy our travels throughout the US, Mexico and Canada visiting family and 
friends. 

Q. Favorite part of your job? 

 The people (both co-workers and customers) were the favorite part of the job. From the 
shared stories, good times and bad, as well as being able to assist them through the eminent do-
main process with successful outcomes. 

Q. Favorite movie? 

 My favorite movie is "ALI", played by Will Smith as well as the documentary featuring Mo-
hammed Ali, himself.  

Q. What advice would you give to someone new to the ROW industry? 

 My advice would be to develop a good network among your peers and seek out someone(s) 
to be your mentor. Become involved in your local IRWA chapter and attend as many of the vari-
ous conferences as you can. Take the courses offered by IRWA to earn the designations you de-
sire to obtain.  

Q.  If Hollywood made a movie about you, who would you like to see cast for you?  

 Jamie Foxx 

Q.   Favorite sports team? 

 Kansas City Chiefs and Royals 

 

Gerald L. Johnson 
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Upcoming Chapter 37 

Course 

Course 902:  Property Descriptions 

September 24th, 2019 

St. Louis, MO 

 

 
Course Description: Combines hands-on experience with mentoring to 
provide participants with information regarding engineering fundamen-
tals the practical applications of information contained in engineering 
drawings and how to interpret property descriptions. 

 

Topics: 

• Requirements of a valid description 

• Use of the rectangular grid system 

• When and how to use the point 

and centerline method 

• Sources of uncertainties 

• Subdivision descriptions 

Metes and bounds descriptions 

Course Level: 

Advanced 

Course Tuition Includes: 

Participant Manual 

Engineering tools (engineering scale, protrac-
tor, and straight edge) 

Recommended Materials: 

Financial Calculator 

Mechanical Pencil 
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Please contact Sandra Rupert for more 

info. 
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Thank you to the following sponsors for supporting Chapter 37! 
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NOT YET A SPONSOR? 

Benefits of being a Sponsor… 

You will have your logo displayed within the Sponsor section of the website 
and linked to your company URL. Sponsorship also gives you access to have 
upcoming jobs posted to the website and in the quarterly newsletters. 

Email Teresa McClure teresa.mcclure@volkert.com for more information 
on becoming a Chapter 37 sponsor. 
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mailto:teresa.mcclure@volkert.com?subject=Chapter%20Sponsorship
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be sure to check out chapter 37 online….  

www.irwachapter37.org 

or what's going on in our region... 

http://www.irwaregion3.com/ 

or the happenings at the national level... 

https://www.irwaonline.org/ 

Website or Newsletter Questions 

 

Teresa McClure, President 

teresa.mcclure@volkert.com 

Brendan Weiler, Communication Chair and Website 

brendan.weiler@volkert.com 

Alex Brown, Newsletter 

Alex.brown@volkert.com 

 

https://www.irwachapter37.org/
http://www.irwaregion3.com/
https://www.irwaonline.org/
mailto:teresa.mcclure@volkert.com
mailto:brendan.weiler@volkert.com

